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After decades of being both celebrated and dismissed as the exception within 
American exceptionalism, the South is emerging as central to debates in fields 
ranging from American studies and African American studies to cultural studies 
and postcolonial theory. Engaged with these debates from the outset, “the 
new southern studies,” as Houston Baker named the field, thus only secondarily 
reinvigorates the old. Rather, as its scholars look at the South afresh, their 

chief aim is a floor-to-ceiling rethinking of some of the central ideas of the last twenty years of critical 
theory: objecthood, identity, space, nation, region, abjection, the body, empire. The books in The New 
Southern Studies series are interdisciplinary, methodologically rigorous, and iconoclastic and will, as 
a result, engage scholars and students in a wide variety of fields.   
www.ugapress.org/index.php/series/TNSS

Series Editors

Jon Smith is an associate professor of English at Simon Fraser University. He is the coeditor of Look 
Away! The U.S. South in New World Studies and several special journal issues on the South. His work has 
appeared in American Literature, American Literary History, and other scholarly publications. 

Riché Richardson, is an associate professor of Africana studies at Cornell University. She is the author 
of Black Masculinity and the U.S. South and has published essays in journals such as American Literature, 
the Mississippi Quarterly, and the Forum for Modern Language Studies.
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Reading for the Body
The Recalcitrant Materiality of 
Southern Fiction, 1893–1985
Jay Watson
Paper, $26.95s  |  4338-9
Ebook, $26.95s  |  4376-1
Unjacketed, $69.95y  |  4336-5
Available August 2012

“A visceral and invigorating study that takes 
us on a fantastic voyage through Southern 
bodies and narratives, providing superb and 
often startling readings of texts we thought 
we knew. Critically sophisticated, daring and 
eloquent, Reading for the Body offers a thrilling 
ride for aficionados of Southern and American 
literature.” 
—�John Wharton Lowe, Robert Penn Warren 

Professor, Louisiana State University

Apples and Ashes
Literature, Nationalism, and the 
Confederate States of America
Coleman Hutchison
Paper, $24.95s  |  4244-3
Ebook, $24.95s  |  4365-5
Unjacketed, $59.95y  |  3731-9
Available March 2012

“In addition to mounting a fresh and compelling 
inquiry into literary nationalism, Hutchison has 
written an excellent study of a people, time, 
and place judged by many, including some of 
the century’s most esteemed critics, to have 
produced no literature worth reading. Apples 
and Ashes makes a powerful case that the defeat 
of the Confederacy obscured the considerable 
merits of its literature.” 
—�Eric J. Sundquist, author of King’s Dream: The 

Legacy of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” 
Speech
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American Cinema and the Southern Imaginary
Deborah E. Barker and Kathryn McKee, eds.
Paper, $24.95  |  3710-4
Ebook, $24.95  |  3724-1
Unjacketed, $69.95  |  3380-9

Reconstructing the Native South
American Indian Literature and the Lost Cause
Melanie Benson Taylor
Paper, $24.95  |  4066-1
Ebook, $24.95  |  4188-0
Unjacketed, $59.95  |  3884-2

The Nation’s Region
Southern Modernism, Segregation,  
and U.S. Nationalism
Leigh Anne Duck
Paper, $24.95  |  3418-9
Hardcover, $44.95  |  2810-2

Southern Civil Religions
Imagining the Good Society in the Post-
Reconstruction Era
Arthur Remillard
Paper, $24.95  |  4139-2
Ebook, $24.95  |  4133-0
Unjacketed, $59.95  |  3685-5
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Disturbing Calculations
The Economics of Identity in 
Postcolonial Southern Literature, 1912–2002
Melanie R. Benson
Paper, $24.95  |  3112-6
Ebook, $24.95  |  3672-5 
Unjacketed, $69.95  |  2972-7

Black Masculinity and the U.S. South
From Uncle Tom to Gangsta
Riché Richardson
Paper, $24.95  |  2890-4
Ebook, $24.95  |  3667-1

Grounded Globalism
How the U.S. South Embraces the World
James L. Peacock
Paper, $22.95  |  3472-1
Hardcover, $26.95  |  2868-3
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