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Before the phrase “nature-deficit disorder” entered the lexicon, Rick Van Noy
s FVA o st was already at work on a book of essays about parenting with nature in the
age of digital screens, electronic gadgets, and computer games. In A Natural

DEVELOPMENT NEWS 6 Sense of Wonder: Connecting Kids with Nature through the Seasons, Van Noy
FIELD NOTES 10 B E H I N D chronicles his own journey as a father to engage his two children and their
FEATURED AUTHOR 12 friends wholeheartedly—body, mind, and spirit—in outdoor activities. Booklist
T H E says Van Noy forges “new ground by combining environmentalism and parent-
FEATURED SERIES 13 BOO K ing in a fresh and engaging manner,” providing “a blueprint for future works

FEATURED BOOKS 14
PARTING SHOT 16 for nature.”

RICKVAN NOY'’S “AHA” MOMENT FORA BOOKON CONNECT-
ING KIDS with nature stemmed from a chance encounter in a
used bookstore six years ago, where he unearthed a title that was
new to him. Penned by an icon of American environmental writ-
ing, the slender volume was A Sense of Wonder, by the late Rachel
Carson, the scientist whose 1962 book Silent Spring is credited
with starting the modern-day environmental movement.

Based on Carson's 1956 essay “Help Your Child to Wonder” and
published in 1963, a year after Carson'’s death, the book touted
the importance of keeping alive a child’s sense

on bringing nature back into the lives of children.” Scholastic magazine named
A Natural Sense of Wonder among this year’s ten best books for teachers, describing it as the “best call

by her simple message to use everyday events to keep alive a
child’s sense of wonder. His two preschoolers were similar in
age to Roger when Carson began nurturing the toddler’s curi-
osity for all things natural. Van Noy had found a clear focus for
his next book.

“Rachel Carson said you have to let kids stay outdoors late and
get their shoes dirty. These experiences mean more than the loss of
sleep or the extra time spent cleaning dirt tracked into the house,”
Van Noy said. “I wanted to explore her idea, so I thought I'd write

about some of our family’s experiences.”

of wonder for the natural world. Seasoning Rick Van Noy and his children, Most American nature writers, like Thoreau
her simple philosophy and straightforward  Elliot, left, and Sam, right. and Muir, view nature only from an adult’s

call to action were tales of her own outdoor
adventures with her young nephew, Roger.
During long summer days, she and Roger
explored tidal pools together along Maine’s
rocky coast. At night, when the stars’ reflec-
tions winked in the tide pools, she awakened
the child from his dreams, and they ventured
outdoors to gaze into the incomprehensibly
vast night sky, lit by constellations.

Carson's philosophy resonated deeply with
Van Noy, a Radford University associate Eng-
lish professor, outdoor adventurer, backpacker,
and amateur naturalist. He was captivated

perspective—often from a quiet, tranquil,
solitary place in the woods. Van Noy, however,
wanted to write about how kids, who are loud
and active, could be delighted with nature.
One of his first essays for the book was
prompted by a newspaper article on TVs—not
electronic appliances that broadcast Saturday-
morning cartoons or serve as Xbox game sys-
tems, but living, breathing, feathered turkey
vultures. “I read a newspaper story that said
people were worried about vultures carrying
away kids,” he said. “So I decided to learn about
vultures.” cont’d on page 3
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FROM THE PROVOST

On June 26, 1938, in the Sunday
edition of the Athens Banner-Herald,
University President Harmon W.
Caldwell announced the formation

of the University of Georgia Press
with the stated purpose of publish-
ing “worthwhile books by members
of the faculty and other Georgians,
and the reprinting of rare southern
items.” Seventy years later, the Press’s

mission and publishing program have expanded significantly
and the Press now plays a vital role in supporting and enhanc-
ing the University's position as a major research institution.
As UGA Press marks its seventieth anniversary, I would like

to thank and congratulate the Press’s staff, the faculty Editorial
Board, members of the Press’s Advisory Council, and the many
contributors recognized in this newsletter for their good work
in supporting an award-winning publishing program. Thank
you for your continued interest and generous support!

Dr. Arnett C. Mace

FROM THE DIRECTOR

- This year marks the seventieth year of
the Press’s operation. In reviewing our
history, it has been interesting to note
how many of the Press’s earliest books
are on subjects that continue to be rep-
resented in our catalogs today: history,
literature, nature, and popular culture.
Our cover story features Rick Van Noy's
highly acclaimed A Natural Sense of
Wonder on the pressing problem of
“nature-deficit disorder,” a book that has been recommended by
teachers to parents as a practical complement to Stephen Louv's
influential Last Child in the Woods. We also focus on the work of
recently retired UGA Professor of Ecology Whit Gibbons, whose
research and myriad publications have influenced generations
of herpetologists around the world. On page 11 we are pleased
to announce the recent release of Professor James C. Cobb's
popular short history of the state, Georgia Odyssey. Also hot off
the presses is Alex Vernon's On Tarzan, the first book to explore
one of America’s best-known and enduring fictional characters.
The Press has a long history of publishing biographical and
critical works in American literature. Don't miss the charmingly
illustrated letters of the celebrated Alcott sisters as they traveled
around Europe in the early 1870s (back page).

As the press expands into new publishing areas and em-
braces the world of digital publishing, I would like to thank
UGA’s administration, our project and funding partners, and
the many individual contributors who provide vital support,
support that will enable us to continue to serve scholars, stu-
dents, and readers nationwide.
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“Outdoors and Unplugged”
cont'd from page 1

Winged garbage
trucks, TVs ride the
updrafts, looking—
and smelling—for a meal of ripe carrion.
And when they locate a nicely rotting
meal, they bury their heads up to their
shoulders in decaying flesh. Turkey vul-
tures may seem an odd topic to entice kids
to leave behind their electronic entertain-
ment for an encounter with nature. But
since Radford’s local vulture population
had achieved some notoriety, TVs turned
out to be a great way to employ Carson’s
advice that it's more important for kids to
feel than to know.

Van Noy soon discovered that these
hang-gliding members of the stork family
have fascinating adaptations. All that pok-
ing and prodding inside a dead carcass ex-
poses their heads to a lot of vermin, such as
parasites and bacteria. After a filling repast,
turkey vultures often roost high in trees, let-
ting the sun’s ultraviolet rays kill unwanted
crumbs on their crowns. And, as Van Noy
wrote in his essay “Beautiful Scavengers,”
they can also “urinate on their legs to cool
themselves down, a feature especially in-
teresting to the younger set.”

From his own childhood adventures of
camping under the stars, exploring neigh-
borhood ponds, and walking in creeks,
Van Noy knew how powerfully a sense of
wonder could banish boredom and serve
as an antidote for disenchantment.

“My wife and I don't like to hear the B
word—bored—at our house,” he said. “We
like to see our kids do good things with their
time. Theyre getting exercise and learning
empathy. Our kids move spiders outdoors
instead of squashing them.”

Van Noy is also quick to tout the
cognitive benefits: children notice
what's around them. “My kids are
more connected to their ecosystem.
Sam and Elliot have become birders
and butterfliers.” Friends who tag
along on Van Noy family adventures
absorb similar benefits when, for
instance, family members capture
water snakes, toads, or crayfish.

“Some kids haven't seen these
animals before, much less seen
someone handle them,” he said.
“Kids overcome their initial fear

Sam and Elliot at play outside.

and feel a tingle when holding a crayfish.
It may be part of E. O. Wilson's biophilia
theory: holding the crayfish completes the
circuit. Helping kids have these kinds of
experiences was my motivation for writ-
ing the book.”

Kids who spend lots of time playing in na-
ture have a greater sense of independence
and are more self-directed and imaginative
in their play. They also learn to assess risks
and learn about limits. “Kids will slip on
rocks when they're in the creeks, but they'll
also learn which kind to avoid,” he said.
“And they can sometimes climb mountains
they didn't think they could.”

After the sense of wonder is established,
it builds and grows automatically. Van Noy
explains, “Once you start spending time
with them outdoors, it takes off on its own.
It helps kids develop nice, lifelong pur-

Photo courtesy of Rick Van Noy

Van Noy and his children experiencing their senses of
wonder.

suits, like fishing and birding. Too, spend-
ing time in nature is spiritual; there’s a
calming element. My son, who's ten, loves
to fish, and I know when he becomes an
adult, he'll have fishing as a way to balance
stress and restore perspective. My daugh-
ter is eight and likes to catch minnows. She
actually prefers the Delaware River to the
beach because there are more activities.”

Another great benefit from connect-
ing kids with nature is making lasting
memories together. For adults who want
to encourage kids to get outside, Van Noy
offers the following tips. Take a relaxed
attitude and have fun. Give kids realis-
tic expectations. Start small by taking a
walk in a park or on a nature trail. Bring
along your enthusiasm and childhood
memories of luna moths and lightning
bugs. Nature is unpredictable and full
of surprises. Kids care more about
the vivid, intense experiences than
about reaching some goal, such as a
mountain summit.

And perhaps, best of all, you
may rediscover your own sense of
wonder.

RICK VAN NOY is Professor of
English at Radford University in
Virginia. His latest adventure

is moving his family to a yellow
farmhouse surrounded by a
stream, a marsh, and woods.
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IN THE NEWS

Popular Jewish wom-
en's magazine Lilith
recently said of Margot
Singer’s THE PALE OF
SETTLEMENT, “Singer
deftly portrays charac-
ters and situations that
involve grappling with
borders. . . . The yearning for indepen-
dence and the effort to sustain an identity
pulsate throughout these masterful sto-
ries. A talented artist of the Jewish scene
in Israel and the Diaspora, Singer is a
new writer to savor.”

Booklist took notice of
A NATURAL SENSE OF
WONDER: “Van Noy
presents an intimate
collection of essays
detailing his struggles
and triumphs introduc-
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SRR ing his children to the

natural world. . . . Van Noy is forging new
ground by combining environmentalism
and parenting in a fresh and engaging
manner. His collection can serve as a
blueprint for future works on bringing
nature back into the lives of children.” In
addition, the June issue of Parent & Child
magazine featured an excerpt from the
book, and Orion magazine has planned a
review in an upcoming issue.

IN THE COMMUNITY

President Carter Reads Georgia

Former President Jimmy Carter receives a copy of Elemental South: An Anthology of Southern
Nature Writing (UGA Press, 2004) from the booKs editor, Dorinda G. Dallmeyer. Dallmeyer

is director of the UGA Environmental Ethics Certificate Program and a member of the UGA
Press Editorial Board. Carter and Dallmeyer were in Oglethorpe, Georgia, at the end of June to
celebrate the conclusion of Paddle Georgia 2008, an event that brings paddlers from all over the
state and the Southeast to spend a week paddling the length of a Georgia river, this year the Flint.
Said Dallmeyer, “I presented him the book in recognition of his deep commitment to protecting

Georgia’s environment.”

NPR commentator
Alan Cheuse recom-
mended WALKING
THE WRACK LINE in
his list of books for
summer reading: “In
the spare and lovely
pages of Walking the
Wrack Line, Hurd writes about shingle
beaches, jelly fishes, dead sailors, reading
Moby Dick, why Franz Schubert never
finished his Symphony in B Minor, and
she muses about the life of the soul.”
Publishers Weekly says of the book: “In
these rich essays, . . . [Hurd’s] careful
depictions of found objects are delightful.

.. This lyrical book with its scrupulous
attention to language and the world will
please poets and naturalists alike.”

ON HARPER'’S TRAIL
received some advanced
praise from Garden
and Gun Magazine: “a
rollicking biography of
the seminal botanist

. Shores’s biogra-
phy of the outspoken,
peripatetic Harper is an excellent com-
panion volume for touring the gardens
of Alabama and Florida, where he did
his greatest work. He may have been a
Yankee, but his love and understanding
of the South knew no bounds.”

Former President Jimmy Carter and Dorinda Dallmeyer

Bloomsbury Review
ran a great review
of WINNERS
HAVE YET TO BE
ANNOUNCED: “This
is an amazing tribute
to Donny Hathaway.
. Ed Pavli¢’s prose
sequences are as rich as a novel, his
take of music, fame, and the price paid
for success expressed in fragments of
fictional interviews and prose poems
that tell a tragic story. Ed Pavli¢ proves
that the subject of a prose poem can go
beyond the writer’s private motivations
and expand to the larger world.”

Kent Germany's NEW
ORLEANS AFTER THE
PROMISES received
AT high marks from the
'""_ well-respected journal
American Historical
Review: “This is a major
contribution to the
historiography of civil rights and postwar
urban history. . . . Well researched and
provocative . . . This fresh and invigorat-
ing study’s scope, range, and ambition
are too wide for a short review, but the
book will reward the patient reader and
deserves the widest possible audience.”

B b
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Cirnssing fo Sinlight fievisiind

Margot Singer has won two high-profile awards

for THE PALE OF SETTLEMENT, the Shenandoah/
Glasgow Prize for Emerging Writers and the
Reform Judaism Prize for Jewish Fiction. Singer and
her work will be featured in both Reform Judaism
and Shenandoah as part of these prizes. She was

also given an Honorable Mention by the 2008
Hemingway Foundation / PEN Award and was a
finalist for the 2008 John Gardner Fiction Book
Award, two of the most prestigious awards for debut
fiction writers.

Paul Zimmer’'s CROSSING TO
SUNLIGHT REVISITED was a finalist for
the 2008 Ohioana Book Awards in the
category of poetry.

Tim DeGenero

llia Varcev

HARDSCRABBLE, by Kevin McFadden, NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE PROMISES David R. Kaufman, author of PEACHTREE
has been awarded the 2008 Fellowship was selected as a finalist for the 2008 CREEK, has won the Southern Environ-
of Southern Writers’ New Writing Award ~ OAH Liberty Legacy Foundation Award. mental Law Center’s annual Phillip D.
for Poetry. The award, which recognizes This award is given for the best book on Reed Memorial Award for Outstanding
work by emerging poets living in and any historical aspect of the struggle for Writing on the Southern Environment.
writing on the South, will be presented civil rights in the United States from the

in April 2009 at the Arts and Education nation’s founding to the present.
Council Conference on Southern

Literature in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

UGA Press Wins 2008 Governor’s Award for the Humanities
“For enriching the life of the humanities through a distinguished record of pub-
lications, for serving as an important programming resource to libraries and
other community discussion groups, and for building partnerships that con-
tribute to enlightened communities of readers in Georgia and the nation.”
—Georgia Humanities Council

Nicole Mitchell, UGA Press Director (left), and Nancy Grayson,

UGA Press Associate Director and Editor-in-Chief (right),

accept the award from Mark Burkhalter, Speaker Pro Tempore of the
Georgia House of Representatives at the May 8, 2008, ceremony in Atlanta.

Courtesy Georgia Humanities Council
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Courtesy of Sea Island Company

“I cannot live without books.”—Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Reading can take place in many forms these days, and UGA
Press is actively working to provide students and scholars
and the general public with digital versions of its fine pub-
lications. However, even as we pursue digital marketing
and publishing opportunities, we will continue to publish
the groundbreaking, beautifully designed books for which
we have been recognized for several decades. There is still
a place for print publications—books you can hold in your
hands, books with real pages you can turn.

The Press published eighty books this past year, a feat
made possible, in part, by the generous support of donors listed on page 9. Private
gifts are critical to our success, and all gifts, no matter the size, can support books on

UGA Press wishes to thank a wide range of subjects. Our books last a long time, and so does the impact of each
Bill Jones 111 and the Sea and every gift we receive. For more information about giving to UGA Press, please
Island Company for their contact me at (706) 369-6049 or Istewart@uga.edu.

generous gift of funding the
publication of Spring and
Fall 2008 issues of Inside

UGA Press. : Z )W
5 9 Lane Stewart
Company i

Director of Development

Thank you for your interest and support!

A MESSAGE FROM ADVISORY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN CRAIG BARROW

As the inaugural chairman of the UGA Press Advisory Council, I have enjoyed supporting the oldest and
largest publishing house in Georgia and one of the most dynamic university presses in the South. Our
council is now twenty members strong, and we have learned through our work with the Press staff what
it takes to select and publish high-quality books.

Over the past four years, the economic climate has changed tremendously for all State of Georgia orga-
nizations. As a result, the Press faces the challenge of maintaining its high standard of publishing excel-
lence by relying more heavily on private gifts. We are, therefore, launching a new initiative to establish a
general endowment fund to secure the future of the Press and support its invaluable publishing program.

The UGA Press is celebrating its seventieth anniversary this year. I encourage you to participate in
this meaningful endeavor—making the world a better place, book by book. My family and I can attest
directly to the fact that giving to the Press is a rewarding experience. We know that we are helping great
books ﬁnd theu’ way into print—books that educate and change the way people think. By giving to the Press, you can make an impor-
tant difference in the lives of generations of readers for many years to come.

I would like to ask each of you to consider a donation to help support this great organization and its wonderful staff. A self-addressed
envelope is enclosed for your convenience. Please be assured that your contribution will be greatly appreciated by all of those involved
with the Press.
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UGA Press Advisory Council Visits Jones Research Center
at Ichauway

In March the UGA Press Advisory Council visited the 29,000-
acre outdoor laboratory of the Joseph W. Jones Ecological
Research Center at Ichauway, near Newton, Georgia, at the
invitation of Jones Center director Lindsay R. Boring.

Jones Center staff presented excellent overviews of the his-
tory of the center, the education and outreach programs, Flint
River Basin research, longleaf pine ecology and management,
prescribed fire management and research, wetlands research,
and the history of quail management on Ichauway. Two mem-
bers of the Jones Center staff have written chapters to books
forthcoming from UGA Press.

Barrow Family Installs Plaque Honoring UGA Press and
Director Nicole Mitchell at Historic Wormsloe Library
Wormsloe Plantation is the oldest tidewater estate in Georgia.
It was claimed and developed by Noble Jones, a physician and
carpenter who accompanied General James E. Oglethorpe to
Savannah in 1733 to settle the colony. Wormsloe has remained
in the same family for almost three hundred years.

Wormsloe State Historic Site is open to the public. For infor-
mation, call (912) 353-3023 or visit www.georgiastateparks.org,
click on the drop-down menu, and scroll down to Wormsloe
Historic Site.

Inscription on the plaque:

The University of Georgia Press

Commemorating a partnership of more than half a century between
the Wormsloe Foundation and the University of Georgia Press

in publishing books of historical interest, and in honor of Nicole
Mitchell, Director of the Press, for her vision and leadership in
establishing the Wormsloe Foundation Nature Book Series.

Background: prescribed burn at Dubignon Demonstration Area;
above: Kay Kirkman, associate scientist of plant ecology, gives

a talk on wetlands research at Rhexia Pond at Ichauway; below:
Jones Center director Lindsay R. Boring addresses the gathering.

Craig Barrow Ill (right), chairman of the UGA Press Advisory
Council, and Nicole Mitchell, director of UGA Press, in the library
at Wormsloe.

Orders: 800-266-5842 www.ugapress.org

INSIDE UGA PRESS



L S A

John T. Edge, left, director of the
Southern Foodways Alliance, general
editor of Cornbread Nation 4: The Best
of Southern Food Writing (UGA Press,
2008), and featured speaker at the May
Advisory Council meeting, with award-

winning chef Hugh Acheson, proprietor of the
Five and Ten and the National, two of Athens’s premier restaurants.
Edge and Acheson did an impromptu Q & A on southern food after
a delectable meal prepared by the talented staff at the National.

S -

Edge signs copies of Cornbread Nation 4 for Paul Pressly and
Judy Hales.

MAY 2008 ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

Y /T

Arnett C. Mace Jr., Senior Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Provost, welcomes everyone
to the May meeting.

Joan Maloof, assistant professor of biology at Salisbury
University in Maryland, discusses her book Teaching the Trees:
Lessons from the Forest (UGA Press, 2005) with Lindsay Thomas.

Sarah Gordon, Professor Emerita
of English at Georgia College
and State University, talks about
her latest work, A Literary Guide
to Flannery O’Connor’s Georgia
(UGA Press, 2008).

Stephen Berry, assistant professor
of history at UGA, discusses Princes
of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men

in the South, 1848-1860 (UGA Press, !
2007), for which he served as editor.

. INSIDE UGA PRESS Orders: 800-266-5842 www.ugapress.org
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UGA PRESS THANKS THE FOLLOWING GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

Individual Donors

Mr. Alvan S. Arnall

Ms. Linda P. Bachman and Dr. |. Douglas Toma
The Honorable Roy E. Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Barrow IlI
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Dr. Robert Carver
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Mr. Archie H. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. ). Wiley Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Denny C. Galis

Dr. ). Whitfield Gibbons

Ms. Mary Graves Gibson

Mrs. Theodora L. Gongaware

Dr. Nancy Grayson and Dr. Curt Harvey
Mr. Robert W. Groves I

Mr. and Mrs. H. Edward Hales Jr.
Mrs. Robert M. Heard

Dr. Hilburn O. Hillestad

Mr. James F. Jacoby

Mr. Bill Jones Il1

Mr. and Mrs. J. Benjamin Kay 11|
Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Knapp
Dr. and Mrs. Arnett C. Mace

The Honorable M. Louise McBee
Mr. Richard Meyer IlI

Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Minis
Ms. Nicole Mitchell

Dr. Margaret McGavran Murray
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Peacock
Dr. and Mrs. Paul M. Pressly

Ms. Judith B. Purdy

Ms. Jennifer L. Reichlin

Ms. Vaughn Sills

Ms. Lane |. Stewart

The Honorable R. Lindsay Thomas
Ms. Phyllis C. Wells

Dr. and Mrs. Steve W. Wrigley
Anonymous donors

Foundations and Organizations

Academy of American Poets Greenwall Fund
AGL Resources Private Foundation, Inc.
American Historical Association

AMVAC Chemical Corporation

Asylum Hill Congregational Church

Atlanta Historical Society

Atlanta Journal-Constitution

BASF Corporation

Bayer Crop Science

Belle W. Baruch Institute for Marine and Coastal
Sciences at the University of South Carolina
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College of Idaho

Columbus Museum of Art
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Duke Energy

Danyse G. and Julius Edel Fund

Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI)

Embassy of Spain Cultural Office

The Environmental Resources Network
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Florida Gulf Coast University

Ford Foundation, Mexico
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Fowler Family Foundation, Inc.

Furthermore Foundation

Georgia Department of Economic Development

Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Georgia Humanities Council

Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.

Georgia Southern University

Hall Family Foundation
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Heyward Memorial Fund
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Mercer University

Mississippi Weed Science Society

A. S. Mitchell Foundation, Inc.
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Savannah River Ecology Laboratory at the
University of Georgia

Scana

Sea Island Company

Shaw Industries, Inc.

Southeastern Art Museum Directors Consortium

Southern Weed Science Society

The State of Georgia

Stetson University

Sutherland, Asbill, and Brennan LLP

UGA Press Advisory Council
members and spouses at the May
2008 meeting. Front row: |. Wiley
Ellis, Frederick L. Allen II, Sarah
Ross, Diana Barrow, Craig Barrow llI,
Clare Ellis (at right). Back row:
Peter Candler, Shannon Candler,
Nancy Thomas, R. Lindsay Thomas,
H. Bruce McEver, Karon Meyer,
Linda Bachman, Richard Meyer I,
Peggy Galis, Jane Pressly, Paul M.
Pressly, Louise McBee, Judy Hales,
H. Edward Hales Jr.
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g ﬁ - .

Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc.
United States of America Department of Energy
University of North Texas

University of South Carolina

Valent U.S.A. Corporation

Virginia Quarterly Review
Washington Group International
Watson-Brown Foundation, Inc.
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West Virginia Humanities Council
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University of Georgia Funding

UGA Library
UGA President’s Venture Fund
UGA Provost Travel Program

Volunteer student interns for academic
years 2007-08 and 2008-09

Billie Bennett

Kelly Boddy
Kimberly Bowers
Corbin Busby

Witt Callaway
Diana Chen
Brittany Cofer
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Kate Stewart
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John Weatherford IV
Erin Wilson
Rebecca Winfrey
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On Tarzan examines how and why we have accorded mythical,
archetypal status to Tarzan, arguably the twentieth century’s FIELD
best-known fictional character. From books and films to comics [ K@ I 25
and toys, Alex Vernon takes stock of the contradictions and ambi-

guities in Tarzan's many incarnations. This entertaining study offers a provocative
model for understanding the life cycle of pop culture phenomena.

Jason Jones Photography, Inc.

Q&A WITH ALEX VERNON,
AUTHOR OF ON TARZAN

NANCY GRAYSON, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR AND EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Grayson: You write that “the American century

was Tarzan's century, at home and abroad.”

Could you explain what you mean?

Vernon: It's been claimed that during the twen-
tieth century Tarzan was the most well-known

U.S. fictional creation in the world. I'm inclined to

agree. The films in particular made his name. As
the U.S. film industry strove to dominate the inter-
national marketplace and to export American cul-
ture, Tarzan was one of its chief means. From 1918

pLil ypaned

Grayson: How has the figure of Tarzan evolved from
the way Edgar Rice Burroughs imagined him to the
way most people envision him today?

Vernon: I've been teaching Burroughs’s original
novel for several years, and I have yet to find a stu-
dent who has actually read a Tarzan novel. Only a
few students have seen one of the movies all the
way through, other than Disney’s 1999 animated
version. I'm not sure how people envision him
-~ today. By the 1970s, Tarzan was reduced chiefly

to 1970, a new Tarzan film appeared once every four-
teen-and-a-half months, and that's a very conservative
average, treating serials as single releases and ignoring foreign
rip-offs, faux Tarzans, and television appearances. Foreign and
domestic takeoffs in books and comics also abounded. The
great irony, of course, is that the premise of Burroughs’s Tarzan
of the Apes involved European colonialism, as Tarzan’s father
was sent to Africa to investigate reports of another European
power enslaving England’s colonized natives.

Grayson: Why do you think the ape-man saw such instant
popularity and then had such a long life span in the popular
imagination?

Vernon: When Tarzan appeared in 1912 after several decades of
post-Darwin human-or-beast anxiety, he allowed us—white men
certainly—to romanticize the beast within. But the Tarzan story
was able to speak to a range of issues that were surfacing at the
same time: industrialization, commercialization, urbanization,
immigration, the New Woman, the New Negro, the invention of
the teenager, fascination with all things primitive, and new anxi-
eties about sexual identity. Tarzan always had it both ways. If you
want a Horatio Alger rags-to-riches tale of American meritocracy,
of natural aristocracy, he’s your man. If you want to prove the
moral, mental, and physical superiority of Anglo stock, of natu-
ral aristocracy, he’s your man too. And he evolved. In the 1930s,
MGM’s isolationist Tarzan matched the countrys mood (while
the company aggressively distributed the films outside the United
States). The familiar plush tree house that Tarzan, Jane, and Boy
shared in the movies celebrated Depression-era Yankee ingenuity
while also asserting a bourgeois lifestyle and contributing to the
normalization of the nuclear family ideal. The jungle lord’s resur-
gence in the 1960s—including two films that actually took him to
Asia—coincided with the U.S. neocolonial war in Vietnam.
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to parody and children’s fare. There have been
exceptions, but the relative paucity of serious ac-
tion-adventure productions since 1970 is telling.
As the 2012 centennial of his creation approaches, Tarzan re-
tains a lesser hold over the collective imagination. The human-
machine question has perhaps supplanted the human-animal
one. America’s “natural” global supremacy has also waned.
Burroughs’s Tarzan is hard to pin down. Initially he possessed a
ferocity, a darkness, that no screen Tarzan ever captured. At the
same time, Burroughs’s and Hollywood’s Tarzan have always
enjoyed a campiness that must be acknowledged.

Grayson: In what way has Tarzan shaped popular notions of
gender and sexuality?

Vernon: This is a complicated question that involves domestic
racism, the imagined erotic life of the so-called lower races,
the problem of fetishizing the male body in a homo-anxious
culture, and even Freudian ideas about incest and culture.
Indexing these intersections was a nightmare!

Grayson: Any favorite lines?

Vernon: Jane to Boy—*“Forget about civilization. Our world
here is far more lovely and far more exciting than the outside
world, I promise you. Now you run and get the caviar from the
refrigerator.”

On Tarzan
Alex Vernon

ALEX VERNON is an associate professor of English at
Hendrix College. He is the author of Soldiers Once and Still:
Ernest Hemingway, James Salter, and Tim O’Brien, and has
also edited a volume of essays on autobiographical writing
and the military. He is himself the author of a memoir of
being a soldier, most succinctly bred, and coauthor of The
Eyes of Orion: Five Tank Lieutenants in the Persian Gulf War.
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Georgia Odyssey is a lively survey of the state’s history, from its
beginnings as a European colony to its current standing as an
international business mecca, from the self-imposed isolation of

its Jim Crow era to its role as the host of the centennial Olympics

games and beyond.

Krissoff: Youre from Hartwell, a border
town. What's the difference between
Georgia and South Carolina?

Cobb: It may seem foolish to think that
state lines are that significant in shap-
ing the way people see themselves or the
world, but I'm convinced they do make at
least some difference. In the colonial era,
South Carolinians dismissed Georgia as a
mere “buffer” meant to protect them from
Indians and Spaniards. South Carolina
was already well established when Georgia
came along, and Georgians clearly envied
the more prosperous Carolinians, who
were not hampered by prohibition of slav-
ery or restrictions on landholding. Today,
the relative standing of the two states has
changed dramatically. Georgia is stronger
economically, thanks in no small part to
Atlanta, which clearly whips Columbia in
any category related to size or sophistica-
tion. The upshot of this reversal of relative
fortunes is that South Carolinians now
break out in rather unseemly celebrations
every time one of their schools scores an
athletic triumph over one of ours or one of
their communities outbids one of ours for
anew plant. On the other hand, I imagine
most Georgians probably seldom think of
South Carolina these days unless some-
thing punctures our inflated sense of how
enlightened and progressive we are and
we need to thank God for a place where
things are likely to be worse than they are
here.

Krissoff: The original edition of Georgia
Odyssey grew out of a piece you wrote for
the New Georgia Guide around the time
of the Atlanta Olympics. For the second
edition, a copublication with the Georgia
Humanities Council, you've revised the
book to bring the story up to the present

Georgia Odyssey

A Short History of the State
Second edition

James C. Cobb

day. What do you think is the most impor-
tant change in Georgia since the first edi-
tion of Georgia Odyssey?

Cobb: This is a toughie, and I'm tempted to
point to the explosive growth of the state’s
Hispanic population over the last decade
or so, but I guess I have to go with the
Republican political breakthrough in state
politics. Things had been trending this way
for a good while, of course, but the election
in 2002 of the first Republican governor
since Reconstruction was particularly crit-
ical, because it gave the GOP the opportu-
nity to establish a patronage base in each
of our 159 counties. Georgia’s Democrats
had been pretty conservative all along, but
anybody who thinks the transfer of power
has not been all that significant obviously
doesn't pay much attention to what's hap-
pened to support for education or social
programs and services.

Krissoff: Last year you were quoted in a
New York Times article about a new cluster
of history books dedicated to reinterpret-
ing the American South during and after
the civil rights movement. Has this group
of scholars—including people like Kevin
Kruse and Matthew Lassiter, both of whom
write about greater Atlanta—changed the
way you think about Georgia history?

Q&A WITH JAMES C. COBB,

AUTHOR OF GEORGIA ODYSSEY
DEREK KRISSOFF, SENIOR ACQUISITIONS EDITOR

Cobb: Matt and Kevin's excellent work ar-
gues that in the 1980s Ronald Reagan of-
fered suburban whites a more class- and
values-based appeal, which allowed them
to oppose initiatives and agendas favor-
able to blacks with arguments emphasiz-
ing concerns about preserving “property
values” and communities’ “quality of life.”
In metro Atlanta, the expressed objec-
tions of white suburbanites to extending
MARTA into their localities present a clas-
sic case in point. The only concern I have
with discussions of this new so-called
colorblind conservatism—which, as both
Lassiter and Kruse show, is a national,
rather than purely southern phenome-
non—is that those who do not read them
carefully may wind up underestimating
the extent to which race remains a factor
in the GOP’s appeal.

JAMES C. COBB is the B. Phinizy
Spalding Distinguished Professor in
the History of the American South at
the University of Georgia. His books
include Redefining Southern Culture
and The Brown Decision, Jim Crow, and
Southern Identity (both available from
Georgia), as well as Away Down South,
The Selling of the South, and The Most
Southern Place on Earth.

GEORGIA
HUMANITIES

COUNCIL
The second edition of Georgia Odyssey
is published in association with the
Georgia Humanities Council.

Orders: 800-266-5842 www.ugapress.org
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FOCUS ON WHIT GIBBONS

BY JUDY BOLYARD PURDY,
ACQUISITIONS EDITOR

When ecologist Whit Gibbons steps to
the podium, pillowcase in hand, get ready
to back up. That innocent-looking sack
with a knot on one end is sure to contain
some big excitement. The internation-
ally acclaimed herpetologist often travels
with a writhing, squirming menagerie of
herpetofauna, ranging from a handsome
corn snake to an eighty-five-pound alliga-
tor snapping turtle. Even wildlife gradu-
ate students are caught off guard when he
pulls out a venomous timber rattler, a rare
guest reserved for very special groups.

“I've been known to turn down speak-
ing engagements because [ wasn't allowed
to bring live snakes,” Gibbons said.

His lessons, illustrated with scaly,
warty, or smooth-skinned friends, are
not soon forgotten. “I gave a talk last year
about the natural history of reptiles and
amphibians, using rainbow snakes and
eels. After the talk the Rotary Club presi-
dent said, “That was great! Almost as great
as the one I heard you give when I was in
third grade,”” Gibbons said.

Mere words fail to capture the excite-
ment, enthusiasm, and wit that this con-
summate professor exudes when, eyes
twinkling and mouth grinning, he shares
his fascination for all things ecological
and teaches about wondrous wildlife his-
tories, using cold-blooded companions to
stir curiosity.

As a child, Gibbons became enamored
with wildlife of all shapes and sizes. His
snake collection resided in the family base-
ment, and while the adults didn't “particu-
larly like the snakes, they encouraged more
than discouraged my interests,” he said.

Now, six decades later, that youthful
fascination flows through every aspect of

Retired UGA ecology professor and
senior research scientist WHIT
GIBBONS has written or edited more
than a dozen books, from scientific
monographs to popular references on
southeastern snakes, turtles, and frogs
and toads, with forthcoming titles on
lizards and crocodilians as well as
salamanders. Author of more than two
hundred refereed articles, Gibbons has
penned over a thousand weekly columns
distributed by the New York Times
Regional Newspaper Group. The former
UGA Press Editorial Board member is a
founder of Partners in Amphibian and
Reptile Conservation, has won
numerous honors as an ecologist and
writer, and has a turtle named for him.

his eminent research program based at
the Savannah River Ecology Lab in South
Carolina. A UGA research unit, SREL is
among the world’s premier herpetology
labs, renowned for its long-running studies
and foremostfindings. Countless university
students have studied under Gibbons’s tu-
telage. Together, Gibbons and his students
have made seminal contributions to ecol-
ogy, especially the environmental effects on
survivorship, reproduction, and population
dispersal of amphibians, reptiles, and fish.
Mike Dorcas, a Davidson College biology
professor and coauthor of Snakes of the

FEATURED

AUTHOR

Gator wrangler.

Kurt Buhlmann and Whit Gibbons with an
alligator snapping turtle, the largest freshwater
turtle in North America.

Southeast, said that many people consider
Gibbons “the most well-known herpetolo-
gist in the country, if not the world. He has
been a remarkable catalyst, transforming
herpetology in the Southeast.”

Gibbons, who credits University of
Alabama professors for encouraging
him as an undergraduate, said students
are his most important legacy. “I am in-
vigorated by their enthusiasm for learn-
ing.” Students and colleagues alike credit
his generosity in advancing careers and
opening doors. “He always makes time
for people—scientists, school groups, the
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public, or a neighbor who's found an in-
teresting insect,” said Tracey Tuberville,
one of forty-seven graduate students Gib-
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bons has directly mentored as an adviser.

Most people have no idea, however,
where he’ll be when he answers his
cell phone: catching spotted turtles in a
Michigan bog? delivering a talk at a Lou-
isiana conference? hauling a boat home
from a collecting trip on the coast?

“If I'm taking a boat, some people
won't go with me,” Gibbons said. “Maybe
I’'m not that good of a judge on how fast
to go.” Dorcas said that, with Gibbons
at the helm, “the throttle is either up or

Gibbons talks to his grandson about alliga-
tors. According to Gibbons, children have
no innate fear of animals, even the danger-
ous ones, and most can be taught when
they are very young to touch or hold them.

Gibbons directed SRELs Environmen-
tal Outreach Program from 1990 to 2007
and has presented popular talks to more
than 100,000 people. He began writing

Mike Gibbons

Wormsloe Foundation
Nature Books

These beautifully designed, s
comprehensive guides g
make great additions to
anyone’s library.
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Snakes of the

Southeast

Whit Gibbons and
Mike Dorcas
Flexibind $24.95
978-0-8203-2652-8

b j |_1 o '_xL b Winner of the National
or the sourneass Outdoor Book Award

Turtles of the

for popular audiences three decades ago, Southeast

. . ) Kurt Buhlman,
and in 2003, his and Dorcas’s Snakes of i Tracey Tuberville, and

. | T T T p— )

the Southeast won the National Outdoor & .. ..n Whit Gibbons
Book Award for a Nature Guidebook. T Flexibind $22.95
Whether writing, teaching, or doing re- ' u rtles SPGB e
search, Gibbons gives a consistent take- ot itiiooniioes

home message: “The unpredictability
of nature is marvelous. There’s a whole
world out there to enjoy.”

Frogs and Toads
of the Southeast
' Mike Dorcas and
Whit Gibbons
Flexibind $22.95
978-0-8203-2922-2

down; there’snoin-between.” Tuberville, (. ~ .
coauthor of Turtles of the Southeast, told (s L]. Q i.‘.*...(li'*_,

of a swamp adventure where Gibbons
jammed a johnboat between two cypress
trees, causing part of one tree to topple
onto a visiting journalist. Speeding over
a large ocean wave, Gibbons sent Kurt
Buhlmann—Tuberville’s husband, lead
author of Turtles, and Gibbons’s former
graduate student—smashing through a
seat, wedging him in a cooler. Another
dimension of excitement to collecting
trips is that venomous snakes occasion-
ally wriggle out of pillowcases.

Gibbons with a favorite traveling
companion, a kingsnake.

OF THE SOUTHEAST

Coming Spring 2009

Lizards and Crocolilians of the Southeast
Whit Gibbons, Judy Greene, and Tony Mills
Flexibind $24.95

978-0-8203-3158-4.

Coming Spring 2010
Salamanders of the Southeast

Joseph Calvin Mitchell, Susan Claire Walls, and
Whit Gibbons

Orders: 800-266-5842 www.ugapress.org
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BOOKS

Vanished Gardens

Finding Nature in Philadelphia
Sharon White

“Transforms the world before our

eyes so that the reader, held in its

thrall, begins to see to see.”

—Michael Martone, author of
Michael Martone

Cloth $28.95 | 3156-0

The Pale of Settlement

Stories

Margot Singer

“A thundering debut.”

—Kevin Mcllvoy, author of
The Complete History of New
Mexico: Stories and Hyssop

Paper $18.95 | 33311

Winner of the Flannery O’Connor
Award for Short Fiction

Little Women Abroad

The Alcott Sisters’ Letters from
Europe, 18701871

Louisa May Alcott and May Alcott
Edited by Daniel Shealy

“A valuable addition to the fields

of travel literature and nineteenth-

century transatlantic studies.”

—Joel Myerson, Carolina
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus of American
Literature, University of South
Carolina

Cloth $34.95 | 3009-9

A Voice for Earth

American Writers Respond to the
Earth Charter

Peter Blaze Corcoran and

A. James Wohlpart

Brandon P. Hollingshead, editorial
assistant. Forewords by Homero
Aridjis and Terry Tempest Williams

“Efforts like this are our best
hope for the future—across
national borders, but also
across borders of mind and
heart.”—Bill McKibben, author
of The Bill McKibben Reader

Paper $16.95 | 3211-6

Winter Sky

New and Selected Poems, 1968—2008
Coleman Barks

“Barks is a master of the com-
plicated human poem. There is
a great unfolding of the world
here.”—Robert Bly

Cloth $26.95 | 3237-6
A Brown Thrasher Books Original

Walking the Wrack Line
On Tidal Shifts and What Remains
Barbara Hurd

“Each sentence is an explora-
tion. Every small thing opens
into a universe seen through
Hurd’s brave and curious lens.”
—Craig Childs, author of

The Secret Knowledge of Water

Cloth $22.95 | 3102-7

A Little Salvation
Poems Old and New
Judson Mitcham

“Mitcham can startle you with

your own joyful laughter in the

middle of a heartbreaking lyric.”

—Mark Jarman, author of To the
Green Man: Poems

Paper $18.95 | 3038-9
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Georgia Quilts
Piecing Together a History
Anita Zaleski Weinraub

“Better than fiction and more
compelling than any history
book . . . Georgia Quilts is spec-
tacular, with revealing stories
and fine research.”
—Merikay Waldvogel,

author of Southern Quilts

Paper w/flaps $34.95 | 2850-8
Cloth $54.95 | 2899-7

A Wormsloe Foundation Publication

UGA faculty, staff, and alumni receive a 30% discount.
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Democracy Restored

A History of the Georgia State Capitol
Timothy J. Crimmins and

Anne H. Farrisee

Photographs by Diane Kirkland

“The authors have woven

into the building’s history the

political and social dramas

enacted in and around [the

Capitol’s] hallowed halls.”

—John C. Inscoe, editor of the
New Georgia Encyclopedia

Cloth $39.95 | 2911-6

Published in association with the
Georgia Humanities Council

Brothers in Clay
The Story of Georgia Folk Pottery
John A. Burrison

“The definitive volume on
Georgia’s exciting and diverse
pottery traditions.”

—Journal of American Folklore

Paper $36.95 | 3220-8

A Literary Guide to Flannery
O’Connor’s Georgia

Sarah Gordon

With Craig Amason, Consulting
Editor

A visually stunning guide to the
physical world of a profoundly
spiritual, wildly imaginative
writer.

Paper w/flaps $19.95 | 2763-1

Combread Nation
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Cornbread Nation 4

The Best of Southern Food Writing
Edited by Dale Volberg Reed and
John Shelton Reed

General Editor, John T. Edge

“All the proof | need that
Cornbread Nation is by far the
best place in the world to live.”
—Julia Reed, author of Queen
of the Turtle Derby and Other
Southern Phenomena

Paper $17.95 | 3089-1

Peachtree Creek

A Natural and Unnatural History
of Atlanta’s Watershed

David R. Kaufman

“Read it to reawaken a sense
of reverence and wonder of
nature’s resilience.”
—~Ray Anderson,
Executive Board member of
the Georgia Conservancy

Cloth $34.95 | 2929-1

Published in association with the
Atlanta History Center

FIRST FOOD

Savage Barbecue

Race, Culture, and the Invention
of America’s First Food

Andrew Warnes

“We will, from now on, look at

barbecue as more than a way of

preparing food on a grill.”

—Psyche Williams-Forson,
author of Building Houses out
of Chicken Legs

Paper $19.95 | 3109-6

300-266-5842 www.ugapress.org
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From Mounds to

Megachurches

Georgia’s Religious Heritage

David S. Williams

“Georgia and its citizens will

be privileged to have such an

accessible survey of their reli-

gious heritage available.”

—John B. Boles, author of The
Great Revival

Cloth $26.95 | 3175-1

CRAIG CLAIBORNE'S

SOUTHERN COCKING

Craig Claiborne’s

Southern Cooking
Foreword by John T. Edge and
Georgeanna Milam

“Craig Claiborne was the most
important of all food giants.”
—Jacques Pépin

Cloth $29.95 | 2992-5
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PARTING
SHOT

Little Women Abroad
The Alcott Sisters’ Letters from
Europe, 1870-1871

Louisa May Alcott and

May Alcott

Edited by Daniel Shealy

Cloth $39.95
978-0-8203-3009-9

A trove of words and pictures offers new
insights into a celebrated American family

In 1870, Louisa May Alcott and her younger
sister Abby May Alcott began a fourteen-
month tour of Europe. Louisa had already
made her mark as a writer; May was on the
verge of a respected art career. Little Women
Abroad gathers a generous selection of May's
drawings along with all of the known letters &
written by the two Alcott sisters during their A
trip. More than thirty drawings are included,
nearly all of them previously unpublished.
Of the seventy-one letters collected here,
more than three-quarters appear in their
entirety for the first time. Daniel Shealy’s sup-
porting materials add detail and context to the
people, places, and events referenced in the
letters and illustrations.

These letters of two important American
artists, one literary, the other visual, tell a vi-
brant story at the crossroads of European and
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“Crossing the Simplon” (3 October 1870), by May Alcott.
Houghton Library, Harvard University.

American history and culture.
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